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JaSaQ¶V cRPPLWPeQW WR MLdeaVW UePaLQV YLWaO

7:37 SP, SeSWePbeU 21, 2019

B\ ShinRbX MaVhima / SSecial WR The YRmiXUi ShimbXn

BAGHDAD ² Japan has earned Whe Zell-deserYed respecW of Whe Zorld, emerging from conflicW Wo become
an economic sXccess aW home and a sWrong proponenW of sociall\ responsible policies and acWions boWh aW
home and abroad.

I am a beneficiar\ of boWh Japan¶s economic sXccess and social conscience, Zorking for an oXWcome, a safe
home for all, bXW parWicXlarl\ for Whe remaining 1.6 million inWernall\ displaced persons (IDP) in Iraq. Man\
are sWill liYing in camps nearl\ WZo \ears afWer Iraqi SecXriW\ Forces eYicWed Islamic SWaWe fighWers from ZesW
MosXl, siWe of Whe miliWanW groXp¶s ill-faWed ³lasW sWand.´

When Zill Whe IDPs finall\ reWXrn home? ThaW depends on Whe pace of clearance of e[plosiYe ha]ards, Whe
criWical firsW sWep WoZard a safe home for all, Zhich depends, in WXrn, Xpon Whe conWinXed generosiW\ of
coXnWries like m\ oZn. Japan has conWribXWed more Whan �432 million, principall\ Wo risk edXcaWion
programs of Whe UniWed NaWions Mine AcWion SerYice (UNMAS). LasW \ear alone, Japan proYided an oYerall
WoWal of �6.8 billion for Iraq, Zhich shoXld come as no sXrprise. WhaW do friends do in Wimes of WroXble?
The\ help one anoWher.

Japan and Iraq haYe long been friends. This \ear Whe WZo coXnWries Zill celebraWe 80 \ears of diplomaWic
relaWions. SXre, Wrade and inYesWmenW depend Xpon poliWical sWabiliW\, so Whe\ remain incenWiYes, bXW social
conscience and hisWorical perspecWiYe coXnW, Woo.

CerWainl\, m\ e[posXre here Wo Iraq¶s siWXaWion has had a profoXnd effecW on me as I Whink iW ZoXld haYe on
an\ Japanese, parWicXlarl\ afWer a YisiW Wo ZesW MosXl. The former capiWal of Whe IS caliphaWe for Whe mosW
parW sWill lies in rXins.

MosXl is a ciW\ diYided b\ Whe Tigris RiYer. The easW side is neZ, Whe ZesW side is ancienW and as imporWanW Wo
Iraqi cXlWXre as K\oWo is Wo Japanese cXlWXre. Think of K\oWo as simpl\ gone and ZhaW iW ZoXld mean Wo Xs
Wo Zalk WhroXgh deserWed, debris-filled sWreeWs, pasW collapsed hoXses, desWro\ed bXildings, desecraWed
Wemples and broken monXmenWs.

In ZesW MosXl Woda\, Ze conWinXe Wo find Whe remains of Whose fighWers killed before Whe\ coXld deWonaWe
Wheir sXicide belWs and Wheir innocenW hosWages ofWen Zearing belWs, Woo, inWerned WogeWher b\ Whe hXndreds
Xnder nearl\ 7 million Wons of debris, along ZiWh a random mi[ of Xne[ploded remnanWs of Zar.

MosW Zorrisome are Whe improYised e[plosiYe deYices (IEDs) hidden Xnder Whe debris, concealed in
bXilding Zalls, in collapsed homes in air-condiWioning XniWs and refrigeraWors, some Wriggered b\ ingenioXs
infrared deYices Xnder garmenWs hanging on pegs, oWhers aWWached Wo abandoned Wo\s in pla\groXnds
ZaiWing for a child¶s WoXch. As of Jan. 30, 2019, UNMAS operaWors had compleWed nearl\ 1,100 IED Wasks in
MosXl alone.
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IEDs are Whe IS Za\ of conWinXing iWs baWWle in absenWia and ³on Whe cheap,´ WhreaWening Wo maim or kill
indiscriminaWel\ Whe \oXng and old, daXghWers and sons, hXsbands and ZiYes, an\one Zho pXWs one fooW
Zrong, inclXding Whe members of oXr oZn clearance Weams.

IS remains a menacing presence WhroXghoXW Iraq¶s so-called liberaWed area appro[imaWel\ one-Whird Whe si]e
of Japan. A recenW Iraqi SecXriW\ Forces coXnWerinsXrgenc\ operaWion inYolYing a groXnd force of 30,000,
plXs air force XniWs, WargeWing IS cells across 100,000 sq. km. in norWhern and ZesWern Iraq is a sWaWemenW in
iWself of Islamic SWaWe¶s resilience and resXrgence.

IS Zas neYer reall\ defeaWed. Their fighWers simpl\ disappeared, hiding someWimes in plain sighW among
s\mpaWhi]ers, someWimes in WXnnels. As reporWed in neZs media accoXnWs, IS fighWers emerge dail\ from
Wheir hiding places Wo aWWack ciW\ markeWs, Wo bXrn farmers¶ crops, Wo inWimidaWe, e[WorW and Wo harass Whe
local popXlaWion and Zorse. Their plan is simple: ³DesWabili]e´ Whe economic and social order, erode pXblic
WrXsW and confidence in goYernmenW and creaWe haYoc XnWil Whe\ can again resXme conWrol, hoZeYer long iW
Wakes.

ArgXabl\, rebXilding ciWies like MosXl and resWoring Whe coXnWr\side also depriYes IS of a propaganda Zin.
GranWed, sWable commXniWies and jobs alone ma\ noW be enoXgh Wo defeaW an ideolog\, blamed for Whe
alienaWion of man\ in a generaWion responsible for a conflicW and Whe deYasWaWion in Whe firsW place. BXW ZiWh
no ³safe home´ Wo reWXrn Wo, displaced persons and refXgees alike Zill remain Whe e[ploiWed hosWages of an
Xnseen enem\, a hXmaniWarian bXrden and cosW Wo Whe inWernaWional commXniW\.

The UniWed NaWions esWimaWes Whe cosW of iWs hXmaniWarian response plan for Iraq in 2019 aW $701 million.
WorsW of all, denied Wheir hXman digniW\, inhXmane condiWions and lack of opporWXniW\ lead Wo fXrWher
alienaWion, perpeWXaWing anoWher roXnd of recrXiWs folloZed b\ anoWher. We can calcXlaWe Whe hXman Woll in
oWher Za\s. For e[ample, according Wo Whe U.N., in DXhok¶s 12 IDP camps alone, of 40 sXicide aWWempWs in
2018, 22 resXlWed in deaWh.

AlWhoXgh Ze don¶W haYe a precise Za\ Wo calcXlaWe amoXnWs of e[plosiYe ha]ards remaining, Wime Wo
compleWe clearance Wasks and associaWed cosWs, Ze do haYe an idea of ZhaW Yiolence as a Zhole cosWs Iraq.
According Wo Whe S\dne\-based InsWiWXWe for Economics & Peace, Yiolence and conflicW in 2015 cosW Iraq Whe
eqXiYalenW of 53.5 percenW of iWs cXrrenW gross domesWic prodXcW (GDP) or $206 billion annXall\.
ConYersel\, eliminaWe Yiolence and conflicW, Whe reciprocal of WhaW amoXnW logicall\ accrXes Wo Iraq as a
³peace diYidend,´ Zhich brings Xs fXll circle Wo Whe argXmenW for ³clearance firsW.´

From Whe sWarW of operaWions in AXgXsW 2016 WhroXgh Whe end of April 2019, UNMAS Iraq Weams cleared
more Whan 31,000 e[plosiYe remnanWs of Zar, inclXding more Whan 2,200 IEDs inclXding sXicide YesWs,
sXrYe\ed an area e[ceeding more Whan 182 million sq. meWers, and cleared more Whan 4.8 million sq. meWers
of e[plosiYe ha]ards, in addiWion Wo condXcWing risk edXcaWion for Whose seeking a safe reWXrn home, as Zell
as Wraining local aXWhoriWies Wo respond Wo WhreaWs.

The clearance leads Wo sWabili]aWion projecWs and liYes and liYelihoods resWored.

In easW MosXl, folloZing clearance, Whe noZ repaired Al Qasoor WaWer TreaWmenW PlanW again sXpplies clean
and safe ZaWer Wo more Whan 300,000 people across 34 serYice areas.

In NineZa ProYince, folloZing clearance, Whe High CoXrW offers access deeds Wo YalidaWe land claims of
residenWs seeking reWXrn.

In Jadidah, folloZing clearance of Whe fXel sWaWion, iWs 20 emplo\ees, afWer a Whree-\ear hiaWXs, pXmp fXel for
more Whan 300 Yehicles dail\.
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In FallXjah, WZo monWhs afWer UNMAS diYers safel\ remoYed and disposed of WZo sXbmerged IEDs from Whe
³Iron Bridge,´ ZhaW had been a WZo-hoXr deWoXr for some paWienWs Wo reach Whe region¶s onl\ maWerniW\
hospiWal is, once again, a fiYe-minXWe Wrip; and an asphalW facWor\, reopened afWer foXr \ears, Zhen operaWing
aW fXll capaciW\, Zill emplo\ 65 Zorkers, sXpporWing 350 people, prodXce 500 Wo 700 Wons of asphalW dail\,
enoXgh Wo sXrface 4,000 sq. meWers of road.

In rXral areas, ZiWh a Yillage Zell cleared of IEDs, 50-plXs rXral families in Al Bokald near ZesW MosXl again
haYe access Wo ZaWer Wo groZ Wheir crops.

In ZesW MosXl, Ze see posiWiYe gains once areas and infrasWrXcWXre are cleared of ha]ards, ofWen ZiWh an
inWeresWing paWWern. People inYesW Wheir oZn mone\ sans goYernmenW programs Wo open a small shop, Wo
plasWer and painW bXildings, ofWen ZiWh one Whing in common: The neighborhood school has been cleared
and rebXilW eYen if ZaWer or elecWriciW\ has \eW Wo be resWored, as if Wo sa\ children come before Whe mosW
basic of needs.

YeW, eYen afWer a dignified, YolXnWar\ reWXrn Wo a ³safe home,´ people can remain aW risk for Whe reason WhaW
neighborhoods remain dangeroXs.

To proWecW Whese ³aW risk¶ groXps, UNMAS Risk EdXcaWion programs, sXpporWed b\ Japan, haYe blankeWed
Whose liYing in neighborhoods Zho ma\ sWill be e[posed Wo e[plosiYe ha]ards and Whose in IDP camps.
CreaWiYe approaches haYe inWrodXced self-proWecWiYe measXres and behaYior, reaching more Whan 500,000
girls and bo\s, men and Zomen, \oXng and old in 2018 alone. If Whe\ drank ZaWer or aWe daWes dXring
Ramadan, Whe chances are Whe\ noWiced Whe same, life-saYing messages as pXblic serYice ³adYerWising´ on
boWWles of ZaWer and bo[es of daWes coXrWes\ of UNMAS: ZhaW Wo look for, ZhaW noW Wo WoXch, Zho Wo noWif\.
ThaW efforW, ZiWh Japan¶s generoXs sXpporW, conWinXes.

WhaW Iraq needs noZ are sWeadfasW friends like Japan and Wheir conWinXed sXpporW. Wh\? Iraq is poised Wo
recoYer iWs sWaWXs as a sWable, middle-income coXnWr\ in a sWill YolaWile Middle EasW. ArgXabl\, rebXilding
ciWies like MosXl and resWoring Whe coXnWr\side also depriYes IS of a propaganda Zin.

So long as Where is conWaminaWion presenW, IS can conWinXe Wo Zage loZ inWensiW\, bXW Yer\ real, as\mmeWric
conflicW, emerging from Whe shadoZs aW Zill Wo kill and kidnap, e[Wending Whe cosWl\ efforWs Wo sXbdXe and
eliminaWe Wheir presence and Wheir inflXence. Therefore, Whe sWraWeg\ Wo creaWe condiWions Wo reseWWle
displaced persons and aWWracW ³reWXrnees´ from abroad, alread\ YalidaWed b\ progress Wo daWe, shoXld
conWinXe and deserYes sXpporW Wo finish Whe job.

We Zill knoZ Zhen WhaW da\ arriYes. All Zill haYe Whe safe home Whe\ deserYe, Zill be able Wo Zalk Wheir
sWreeWs in safeW\, Wo YisiW Whe Al-NoXri mosqXe if Whe\ like, Whe same as an\ Japanese mighW paXse aW Whe
Ki\omi]Xdera Wemple on a pleasanW da\.

Mashima is a program officer based in Baghdad ZiWh Whe UniWed NaWions Mine AcWion SerYice (UNMAS).
The opinions e[pressed in Whis arWicle are his oZn and do noW necessaril\ reflecW Whose of UNMAS or Whe
UniWed NaWions.
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