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The rainy season continued in the region, limiting 
movement and activities in the Abyei area and the Safe 
Demilitarised Border Zone (SDBZ). 

UNMAS Integrated Road Assessment and Clearance 
Teams (IRACT) are on stand down for the duration of the 
rainy season and commenced remobilisation at the end of 
September. 

With its four Patrol Support Teams (PSTs), UNMAS is 
dedicated to support all the Ground Monitoring Missions 
(GMMs) in the SDBZ. In total, 16 GMMs took place and 
were all supported by the PSTs in September 2019. 

In JBVMM Sector 1 - Gok Machar, the PST relocated from 
Gok Machar to the Team Site (TS) 11 location in 
Safahah/Kiir Adem and continued to support patrols in 
the SDBZ. The PST supported nine GMMs conducted on 2, 
6, 9, 12, 17, 20, 24, 27, and 30 September 2019. 
Inaccessible road conditions did not permit GMMs at 
TS-12.

One PST from the JBVMM Sector 1 was on standby in 
Abyei to respond to any emergency Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD) requirements. 

In JBVMM Sector 2 - Kadugli, one PST continued to be on 
standby in Kadugli and rotate with the team based in 
Tishwin at TS-21 on a regular basis. The PST at TS-21 
Tishwin continued to support JBVMM GMMs. In 
September, seven GMMs were conducted from Tishwin 
TS to the North Outer Limit and to the South Outer Limit 
of the SDBZ at the Higlig-Bentiu border crossing corridor 
on 9, 12, 15, 17, 23, 25, and 29 September 2019. 

No weapons or ammunition for destruction were received 
from UNISFA during this reporting period. Regular 
maintenance on the WAM site was conducted on 6, 9, 12, 
16, 19, 23, 26 and 30 September 2019.

UNMAS delivered two landmine and ERW risk education 
sessions to 15 (14 males and 1 female) UNPOL and 
UNISFA military observers as part of their induction 
training. Due to weather and road conditions, MRE 
activities were not delivered in local communities.

In September, UNMAS Programme Manager (PM), Mr 
Nico Bosman and Programme Officer (PO), Mr Edwin 
Faigmane, met with Sudan National Mine Action Centre 
Director, Brigadier Aamir Abdelsadig Abu Zaid Al Bashir 
and discussed country political updates, the possible 
impact on mine action and potential areas of cooperation. 
The parties further identified the need for regular 
coordination between UNMAS-UNISFA, NMAC and 
UNMAS Sudan. UNMAS PM and PO also met with 
UNMAS Sudan PM, Mr. Sediq Rashid. Each PM provided 
updates of their programmes.

UNMAS participated in the September Inter-Cluster 
Humanitarian Coordination Meeting on 30 September in 
Abyei and provided updates on mine action activities 
during the rainy season.
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IF YOU SEE AN ITEM OF CONCERN, DO NOT TOUCH IT!
CONTACT UNMAS IMMEDIATELY!

The United Nations Mine Action Service is the United Nations entity on explosive hazards and the 
coordinator for mine action within the United Nations system. UNMAS provides critical support to the 
protection of civilians, peacekeeping, humanitarian relief and development, allowing UN personnel to 
rapidly deploy, and refugees and internally displaces persons to safely return to their homes. UNMAS 
is hosted by the Department of Peacekeeping Operations. UNMAS supports the UNISFA mandate, 
ensuring Joint Border Verification and Monitoring Mechanism (JBVMM) freedom of movement as well 
as the identification and clearance of mines and Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) in the Abyei Area 
and the Safe Demilitarised Border Zone (SDBZ). 

FOLLOW OUR WORK ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

Inter-Mission: 176-3365 or 176-3860
Sudan: +249 962 970 253

South Sudan: +211 924 268 664

www.facebook.com/UnitedNationsMineActionService

@UNMAS @un_mineaction


